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Florida:Financial-Aid:Application: (FFAA)
b _

Students must APPLY for the scholarship by submitting the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA)
no later than August 31 after high school graduation. The Office of Student Financial Assistance
(OSFA) strongly encourages students to complete the FFAA if eligibility requirements have not yet
been satisfied or if a student chooses to attend an out-of-state postsecondary institution. If a student
does not apply for the scholarship by the deadline, a student cannot receive the scholarship! All
eligibility requirements must be met by high school graduation; however, scores of
ACT®/SAT®/P.E.R.T. tests taken through June 30 are accepted for evaluation purposes.

After submitting the FFAA, the student is responsible for tracking their application and award
status online, keeping OSFA informed of any demographic or institutional changes, and ensuring
that funding for an academic year is accurate by contacting IKHLU LQWILIXILRQ-V ILQDQFLD0 DLG RIILFH

Once disbursed program funds, the Bright Futures Scholarship will renew automatically each year
(up to the scholarship limit) if the student maintains renewal requirements. An annual FFAA is not
required to be submitted to renew the Bright Futures Scholarship.

‘General Requirements

1 BeaFlorida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen, as determined by the student's
postsecondary institution.

1 Complete the FFAA no later than August 31 after high school graduation.

1 Earn astandard Florida high school diploma, or its equivalent, from a Florida public high
school or a registered Florida Department of Education (FDOE) private high school; or
complete a home education program.

1 Not have been found guilty of, or pled nolo contendere to, a felony charge, unless the student
has been granted clemency by the Governor and Cabinet sitting as the Executive Office of
Clemency.

1 Be accepted by, and enroll in a degree or certificate program at, an eligible Florida public or
independent postsecondary institution.

1 Be enrolled for at least six non-remedial semester credit hours (or the equivalent in quarter or
clock hours) per term.

1 If not funded in the academic year immediately following high school graduation, apply within
five years of high school graduation to have your award reinstated.

3(HDVH UHIHU IR {SH.QVIDIHPHNt Requirements: VHFILRQ RI &KDSIHU IRV PRUH LQIRUPDILRQ
regarding the reinstatement process.)

30HDVH UHIHU IR WKH § = HIHUPHQW R1 WKH 6FKRIDUVKLS- VHFILRQ D WKH HQG RI WKLV FKDSHHU
concerning students who enlist in the military or engage in a full-time religious or service
obligation after graduation.)
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Specific Requirements for:Sehelarships

Florida Academic Scholars (FAS)
Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS)

Florida high school students who wish to qualify for the Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) award
or the Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS) award must meet the following initial eligibility
requirements:

I Graduate high school from a Florida public high school with a standard Florida high school
diploma (high school graduation requirements), graduate from a registered Florida
Department of Education private high school, earn a GED, complete a home education
program, or graduate from a non-Florida high school if specific conditions are met (see the
Out-of-State (OOS) guide referenced here for additional details - OOS);

I Complete the required high school coursework;
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High School Course Credits

For both FAS and FMS award types, the required coursework aligns with the State University
System admission requirements. The world language requirement can be met by demonstrating
proficiencies based on scores on Credit-By-Exam Equivalencies or other university approved
means. Otherwise, the high school transcript must include a world language “FRP S{HIHUu FRXUVH IR
show that the world language requirement has been met. Please refer to the Bright Futures Course
Table for specific information on which courses count toward FAS/FMS requirements.

High School GPA

Evaluation for Bright Futures includes an unrounded, weighted high school GPA (calculated to two
decimal places) in the 16 college preparatory credits. The following courses are weighted 0.25 per
semester course or 0.50 per year course in the calculation of the GPA: Advanced Placement (AP),
Pre-International Baccalaureate (Pre-1B), International Baccalaureate (I1B), Honors, Pre-Advanced
International Certificate of Education (Pre-AICE), Advanced International Certificate of Education
(AICE), or academic Dual Enrollment. For example ZKHUHDV DQ {$- equals 4.00 quality points for
an un-ZHJKIHG FRXUVH DQ f$: ZRXIG HTXDI 0 quality points for a weighted course. If necessary,
students may use two additional credits from courses in the above academic areas, or from AP, IB,
or AICE fine arts courses to raise their GPA.

College Entrance Exams
Students must meet the scores set in statute for either the ACT® or SAT® (see chart on page 3).

1 The ACT® composite score is the average of the best section
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IB Curriculum
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Volunteer Service
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ANon-Traditional Students

Students Participating in a Home Education (HE) Program

.

All students participating in a HE program must be registered with the district during the current
and prior academic year. The district will certify D VIXGHQW-V home education program registration
status to FDOE through an electronic process. If the student was not registered with the district
home education office during the current and prior academic year, but has the required transcripts
and test scores, he/she may be able to apply as a Florida GED Diploma recipient.

Florida home-educated students must meet the following initial eligibility requirements:

Il
1l
1l
1l

Meet the General Requirements for Bright Futures;

Submit a timely FFAA,;

Earn required minimum test scores; and

Complete the minimum number of volunteer service or paid work hours.

Required Documentation

1l

1l

FFAA 2 Students must submit a completed FFAA online during the final year in a home
education program (no later than August 31). After submitting the FFAA, the student is
responsible for tracking their application and award status online and keeping OSFA
informed of any demographic or institutional changes.

Exam Scores (ACT®/SAT®) 2 Students may test through June 30 of the final year in a HE
program (or through January 31 of the final year for a mid-year applicant). Submit scores in one
of the following ways:

0 Request IIHVIl VFRUHV EH VHQI IR RQH RI )0RULGDV  VIDWH XQLYHUVLILHV when the student
registers for the ACT®/SAT® so the scores will be sent to the FDOE repository.

o Mail an official copy (no photocopies) of the test scores in the original sealed envelope
IR WKH DINHQILRQ RI f+RPH (G- Dl WKH DGGUHVV DIf lIKH HQG RI IIKLV FKDSIHU.

Volunteer Service and Paid Work Hours 2 Documentation of volunteer service or paid work
hours must be submitted to the district home education office where the student is registered.
The district will certify the hours to FDOE through an electronic process. VVolunteer service or
paid work hours must be performed during high school and completed by high school
graduation. The FDOE provides the following guidelines for students in a HE program:

0 Volunteer service or paid work hours may include, but is not limited to, a business or
governmental internship, work for a nonprofit community service organization, or
activities on behalf of a candidate for public office.

0 The agencies where the volunteer service or paid work hours were earned must provide
documentation on agency letterhead of the number of hours and dates of service or
paid work completed.

Home-educated students do not need to provide a student transcript. The test score and service
hour requirements are the same as traditional students, which are provided in the table on page
3.

Bright Futures Student Handbook: Chapter 1 8|Page


https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAP�������Ƶ/SAP�������Ƶ

General Educational Development (GED) Students

The documentation outlined below is required for the initial eligibility evaluation of students who
earn a Florida high school equivalency diploma (commonly known as the Florida GED diploma)
and wish to be evaluated for a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

To be determined eligible for the scholarship, GED students must meet the high school coursework
and grade point average requirements before taking the GED exam. Eligibility for a scholarship will
be determined in the academic year in which the GED is earned. For additional information on the
GED, applicants may wish to visit the F = 2 (-V website regarding the GED.

Required Documentation

I FFAA 2 Students must submit a completed FFAA online during the final year prior to taking
the GED (no later than August 31). After submitting a FFAA, the student is responsible for
tracking the application and award status online and keeping OSFA informed of any
demographic or institutional changes.
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Out-of-State (O0S) Students

g

Eligibility Criteria: A Bright Futures Scholarship requires a standard Florida high school diploma,
unless the student earns a high school diploma from a non-Florida school while living with a parent
or guardian who is on A) military or B) public service assignment away from Florida.

Program Requirements (no substitutions):

1. Meet the General Requirements for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program.

2. Have at least one parent who is a Florida resident and is: A) serving active duty in the military
or B) on public service assignment away from Florida during the student's last year of high
school.

3. Submit a completed FFAA online during the last year in high school (no later than August 31).
4. Submit official high school transcript(s).

5. Submit ACT®/SAT® test scores.

6. Submit documentation for OOS assignment.

7. Submit Proof of Dependency.

8. Submit Documentation Volunteer Service OR Paid Work Hours.

Select Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and the Out-of-State Student for a
manual with further explanation of required documentation.
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Mid-Year Graduates

A mid-year graduate is a student who graduates between September 1 and January 31 of an academic
year and seeks funding for the spring academic term following graduation. Students who graduate
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Website:Addresses

Florida Financial Aid Application
(FFAA)

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPH
ome

Track Application and Award
Status

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPH
ome

High School Graduation
Requirements

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/

State University System
admission requirements found in
regulation 6.002

https://www.flbog.edu/regulations/active-regulations/

National Merit® Finalists and
Scholars

http://www.nationalmerit.org/

National Hispanic Recognition
Program

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-
10/scholarships-and-recognition/national-hispanic-recognition-
program

Advanced International
Certificate of Education (AICE)
- Diploma

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-
qualifications/cambridge-advanced/cambridge-aice-diploma/

International Baccalaureate (IB) -
Diploma

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/

ACT® https:.//www.act.org/
SAT® https://sat.collegeboard.org/home
PERT http://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-
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